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 The theme of our 2010 Church Council Planning Retreat was evangelism, using Edward 
Hammett’s excellent book “Reaching People under 40 while keeping people over 60.” He writes 
about the need for churches to realize how secular our culture has become and that we need to con-
sider changing some of our methodologies of evangelism. 
 
 “Years ago in many communities of this country, especially throughout the Bible Belt- everyone 
went to church, Church growth came from children growing up in the church, occasional newcom-
ers, and the transfer membership of a few disgruntled members. On Sunday everyone got up and 
went to one church or another. That’s no longer true today. Today, we live in a secular culture in 
which the completion doesn’t come from another denomination down the street but from work, golf, 
NASCAR, football, gardening, or just a leisure day at home.”    Hammett P.14  
 
 Our mission from Jesus Christ is still the Great Commission:    
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 Being a church for all generations means seeking to reach ALL ages for Jesus Christ. The early 
Methodists used field preaching and class meetings as new means of God’s grace to reach new peo-
ple for Jesus. One of the first changes that need to take place for most is to realize that God has 
called ALL Christians to be ambassadors for Jesus Christ. Christ can use your faith, your gifts, your 
experience, and your opportunities to build bridges for people to experience God’s love in 2010. The 
Lenten Season is a great time to adopt this simple Evangelism plan.  
 

· Ask God to place 5 people on your heart to  pray for daily for 40 days , leading 
up to Easter Sunday April 4, 2010  

· Call and invite them to worship the Lord with us for Easter Sunday April 4, 
2010.  

· Pray that God would show you the best way to follow up with these people.  
 

 As we enter this holy season and prepare to celebrate the resurrection of our risen Savior pray 
that God would give us a holy boldness to share this Good News!!  

                                           Grace and Peace!  ����������������   
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Dear church family, 
 How grateful we are that God placed 
us in Franklin: First for 14.5 years.  You 
are such a loving congregation and we 
do miss you and your great hugs!  You 
will always have a special place in our 
hearts.   
 Thank you for loving us, your many 
prayers, lovely gifts and thoughtful cards 
expressing your love.   
 We are happy here and are adjusting 
well.  Do come to see us if you are down 
this way.  We pray that God will con-
tinue to bless you as you serve Him. 
 Love in Jesus! 
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 We would like to thank everybody at 
First United Methodist Church for all 
their kindnesses and thoughtfulness at 
the time of Helen’s passing.  Thanks for 
all the calls, cards, and other ways of 
being kind. 
 A special thanks to Pastor John for 
his kind words for Helen at the memorial 
service. She loved John as we all do. 
 Thanks also for the large tray of food 
and chicken.  It was great. 
 So, once again thanks for everything.  
We love you all. 
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Dear Church family, 
 Thanks can not adequately express 
my family’s appreciation for all the 
love and support from the congrega-
tion during dad’s (Bill Farmer) illness 
and sudden passing.  Please continue 
to uplift my mom and family in your 
prayers. 
 May God richly bless you for your 
love, 
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 First United Methodist Church continued to spread Christian love throughout our 
local community by participating in the Holiday Angels program sponsored by 
Macon Program for Progress.  Thanks to your generous contributions, we provided 
Christmas blessings to 6 families this year, including 2 disabled elderly residents and 
4 additional families with 6 adults and 8 children. �
 In addition to the bountiful wrapped packages for each family, the gifts of food 
were overwhelming, and with donated funds, we were able to purchase a variety of 
pantry items and household goods. �
 Families were overwhelmed by the generosity of our church members.  When 
some arrived at the church to pick up their gifts, tears flowed.  Comments such as “Is 
this all for us?” and “We will have a Christmas after all!” were expressed.  Cards of 
thanks were received.  Blessings were shared! �
 To all who contributed, thank you again for being the hands and feet of Christ and 
sharing the true meaning of Christmas with those in our community who are less for-
tunate.  By our actions, we restore hope and faith in our world.  Please continue to 
pray for these families and numerous others in our community who are in need 
throughout the year.  
      In Christ, 
      Your Church and Community Committee – Holiday Angels �
������������������������	��������������������
����� ������� ������������������������	��������������������
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 The Sisters Bible Study will begin a Lenten 
study on February 16th.  This study is open to 
women of all ages, and will meet on Tuesdays 
from 4:45 – 6:00 pm.  Contact Margaret Free-
man for details.  Nursery will be provided.  
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Dear Pastor John & Friends 
   @ Franklin: First 
 
 Harold & I have pretty 
well settled in here at Givens  
Estates.  So, if you ever get to Asheville, we would 
love to have you stop by for a visit.  We have a com-
fortable 2 bedroom apartment with a living area, 2 
baths and kitchen.  We usually have breakfast & lunch 
in and then join other residents for the evening meal. 
 We miss everyone, especially the Open Discussion 
SS class and the choir.  Here is our e-mail address for 
those that might like to contact us.  
 Shalom-peace be unto you! 

 ,��������������,��������������,��������������,��������������� ���
����
�������� ���
�4�0���
	��+��>�!�	��
�
������1���6��
���*�����
��
������!	*��������
� � �!	!�
�- �



6 

��
�4�	� ���
�	3!���� �� ������!��(�
��E�&������?��	���
�	3!�$� ��� )��5�<���
���!	��.��6���
�	3!��$ ��� ���������!	�E�'��!��	���
!����
�	3!��� ��� 3��	���<�.�		�

����������
���
���	�� �
$# ""�=
����7�0	����	 �
�	3!����;.	�*�F� �� ��!�,���	����3�������
�!	E��!��.������$��������<��� 		!������	����
�	3!�$�;.	�*�F" ��� .�6����
�	��3�������
�!	E�H�!�����
�	��3����������� ������!	�������������������		!���
�	��-��� �
�	3!��$;.	�*�F� � ��&!�,�'�	!	*������3�������
�!	E�&����H�����'��-����� '�'����	�����	�
��	��!�,������$!���
�	��-�������
�	3!���;.	�*��F� � �+������	� �3�������
�!	E���

!�'��������.�6�&!�����	��+�����
�� -��.�6��!����	������

0'/5��.0��1��
��.1-��

� � � -))	���:��
���	�� �� � � � � � ���4	�������	��� � � � � � � � ?

��0�	7�5�������
� �
��	3!���� ��� � 3���<����	�'�������� � � � � ���	,���$!��FA�9
�����G��. �

-�.��**�� � .8� � � � � � � �
��	3!�$� ��� � ��-���(�	���-E�����,�'����	���� ���������		��4����� 	� � � � � � � � .8��
��	3!��$ ���� &�������.���!	*E��!��.������$� � � ������&�	����

�	� � � � � � � � � .8��
��	3!!��� ���� )		��(-���E��
����	!�����
�� � � ������������������� � � � � � � � � .8��

� � � ���������2�		�	�� ��� � � � � � 0��
�4�0��

��2�		�	��  � � � � ��������
9	���?	���	�	� �� � �
�	3!���� ����� ����-��<�'!,����!�
� � � � � � .8�� � � � � � � � � � '��-�����&���!	��
�	3!�$� ������ .�-�����
�� � � � � � � � .8�� � � � � � � � � � �!�	���
�	��-�
�	3!��$ ������ ���-	��<��!5!��H�!����� � ������ ������ .8�� � � � � � � � � � ��		����

�	�
�	3!��� ������ &�
��1/.�-�	E���
���,����������������������������� .8�� � � � � � � � � � �!��-���

!����

��6�4�07	��	�� �� �
��.8� �

�)�	�(�������2�		�	� ��
� 3���-���	*�� �

�
�
�
�
�

����������!������*�����������
��,�
�� '��������(-�

����	�'�������!��!�	�����	�
;� ��!������-����������	����(�!���
=� '!������)6�����
>� �!��!�����	������
A� ��
���!	��.��6�����!��.������$������������!	���H� ��*��+��!��	�
B� ��
�-�)���-��������

��.���!���.����&�*������!	�� �3-����
�9� ��������'���	
�
�;� ��	�-�������	��
�=� )�!��	�?��	*�+��!�

�����	�'���������.�6�.����
� ���
�>� ��-������������&�6��
�����	,���
�B� '!������&!�����	�
7
� ����,�'����	���
7�� )	������!������	�
77� ���	���������2��	���
��6��*��
79� �!		-�.���������!��-�<���

-�4	��������		!���
�	 ��-�
7:� 4�
�-����	,�!	����		!�����!�,������	�-���������� �%�		����
��	�
7>� '��*���
���6���3�������&����-����	!���3-����
7A� )6!�<�'-��+���$���!������	�1/��		�������		-����� �����'��
���

�-�

�

����
�	�G������������'
�����
��?��	��
� �
������	�-�(�!	���		�

���	�� �
'���4�=
����7�0	����	 ��
� �.�6��!����	�

����
1111����

"�) �
��������������"�) �
��������������"�) �
��������������"�) �
��������������� ���
,�������
����2�	�����������,�������
����2�	�����������,�������
����2�	�����������,�������
����2�	������������ ���

3333����
������
�"�����!���������
�"�����!���������
�"�����!���������
�"�����!���� ���

,�������
�
�����������,�������
�
�����������,�������
�
�����������,�������
�
������������ ���
4444����

$-�����
������������$-�����
������������$-�����
������������$-�����
������������� ���
56565656����

$����
���������������$����
���������������$����
���������������$����
���������������� ���
�����
�,�����������������
�,�����������������
�,�����������������
�,������������� ���

����
����������) �&���)�������
����������) �&���)�������
����������) �&���)�������
����������) �&���)���� ���
51515151����

����
��������������*�����
��������������*�����
��������������*�����
��������������*�� ���
7�)����
����	����������7�)����
����	����������7�)����
����	����������7�)����
����	����������� ���

88888888����
"���
����	����������"���
����	����������"���
����	����������"���
����	����������� ���

81818181����
�-�����
�����������-�����
�����������-�����
�����������-�����
����������� ���

89898989����
��	�
���������)�������	�
���������)�������	�
���������)�������	�
���������)������ ���



7 

������� �
	
������
�������
�
��������������������
��
����
�������
�
����
���������������
�
������� �
�
���  ��!����� ������
�
"����������#���$���� �
�
���	
���
�����"�#�
��%��
�
�

� &������#���&##�#��
� ��'���������#(������

���������	�
�����

�����������	����

���
����
���	���������	�
�����	����
����������
��������������
���	���
�������
�����
���
������
�������
���

��� �� ���
��� �� ���
������������������������� ���
��� �� ���
��� �� ���
��� �� ���

�����

�
�������������
�����

�
�������������
�����

�
�������������
�����

�
�������������
� ���

And now a word on         
spiritual hunger: 

The �������
������������
��   
@ Camp Glisson is March 19-21 
Check your calendar and sign up 
now. Let’s go and “BREATHE” 

Our youth will hold soup pots at 
the church doors on Souper 
Bowl Sunday.  They will join 
young people in churches across 
the country to collect money for 
those who are hungry and hurt-
ing. We will donate all of the 
money collected to CareNet as a 
part of our 30-Hour Famine at 
the end of the month. Please sup-
port the youth of our church in 
this effort to “love our 
neighbors”  by dropping your 
dollar in the soup pot on Feb. 7. 
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It’s that time again as our youth lead the county in food 
collection for the vulnerable and food insecure in Macon 
County and around the world.  Look what’s coming 

A new opportunity for the people of Macon County 
and western NC is Stop Hunger Now.  On March 13 
we will be packaging 100,000 meals for distribution 
in Haiti.  Find out more during youth group, the Fam-
ine, or from our coordinator Julie Voorhees. 
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FINANCIAL REPORT 
FIRST UNITED METHODIST CHURCH 

12/31/09 
 
            2009        End of Year 
         Income  $519,941.82    Total cash:   $321,910 
         Expenses         507,218.17    Total debt:           75,000 
          Profit/Loss $  12,723.65    Unrestricted cash:     38,380 
 
  
   Budget for 2010: $540,970 
   Payroll     331,376  61% 
   Debt Service      25,200      5% 
  Apportionments     46,161         8% 
  Trustee            90,500    17%  (Maintenance, utilities, replacement) 
            Departments     47,733         9%  
  (Youth ministries, Family Ministries, Evangelism, Worship, Christian Education, Finance, Administrative) 
 

 Budget/Giving History 
 

            Year   Budget   Giving 
 
           2001   $475,185  $425,999   
           2002     488,540    485,860 
           2003     506,870    473,976 
           2004     499,824    491,173 
           2005     517,997    506,795 
           2006     535,729    538,844 
           2007     560,939    575,473 
           2008     582,572    533,473 
           2009     596,551    519,623 
           2010     540,970  _________ 
 

 Pledge History 
 

        Year   # of Pledges  Total Pledged  % of Budget Pledged 
  
       2007    125       $ 375,811    67% 
       2008    129          368,106    63% 
       2009    113          366,929    62% 
       2010      83          268,618    49% 
 
  
  
   Note:   All expense categories within budget. 
    Savings realized in Trustee expense (maintenance, utilities, and furniture) and Debt service  
    (interest only loan through October 2010—then the loan is amortized to be paid over a 20 year period). 
 
   Key budget items for 2010— 
    Salaries remain at 2009 levels 
    Trustee expense relatively flat 
    Debt service includes interest plus $20,000.00 principal reduction  
     (reducing $75,000 debt to $55,000 debt by year end).  $5,000.00 principal payment in Jan. 2010 
    Paid for new heating system—natural gas 
    All building expenses paid for by designated giving 
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Non-Profit Org. 
BULK RATE 

U.S. POSTAGE 
Paid 

Franklin, NC 
Permit No. 31 

Deadline for March  “Grapevine ” is: 
Friday,  19, 2010  

 
Please get your articles, meeting schedules, notice s, 
etc. to the church secretary by  NOON  in three  
convenient ways: 
 
1.  You can e-mail your information to: 
  secretary_fumc@verizon.net 
  
2. Drop in the “blue” Newsletter articles folder  
   located in the  hanging vertical files next to t he 
      church mail boxes. 
 
3. Or drop off in person, we love to see your  
   smiling faces! 
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